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DIEGO RODRIGUEZ
Contributing Writer
news@fiusm.com
The Florida Oceans and Coastal 
Council’s 2009 report on climate change 
and sea-level rise indicates that Florida’s 
sea-level rise matches the global rate.
Pradeep Shinde, a doctoral student at the 
College of Engineering and Computing, 
was part of a group of mechanical 
engineering students who created 
NEE-SAT, a satellite capable of detecting 
yearly changes in sea-level, vegetation 
observation and characterization, effects of 
solar radiation, cloud formation, hurricane 
generation, as well as fire hazards’ 
detection and origin. 
“I believe this satellite will play a 
crucial role for local scientists because 
it will provide first hand data on what is 
happening and how much it will affect us 
in the future,” said Shinde. 
After the NEE-SAT is launched to 
space in two years, it will benefit academic 
research and environmental experts, says 
Shinde.
According to Shinde, the satellite 
Engineering students build satellite
CEYLIN ARIAS
Asst. News Director
ceylin.arias@fiusm.com
According to Dominic 
Anton, where there is water 
there is life.
The junior 
communications major 
recently published “Water,” 
a poetry book which 
explores a variety of themes 
including self-discovery, 
self-reflection, and family. 
“The book is split into 
four sections, or elements: 
fire, earth, water and air. 
Through these four elements 
I endeavor on a spiritual 
journey of self-discovery, 
reflection, analyzations of 
society, love, rebirth and 
balancing between fantasy 
and reality,” says Anton.
According to Anton, the 
poetry book allows one to 
take a step away from reality 
in order to take  a moment 
to reflect and analyze all 
aspects of life. At the end, he 
says one can find a sense of 
clarity.
Anton shared that he has 
been writing since he was 
12 and had initially found 
inspiration to write through 
his love for music.
Although song lyrics 
affect him personally, not 
being social as a kid also 
led him to resort to writing. 
It served as a means through 
which he could communicate 
his ideas and used music to 
convert lyrics into poetry. 
Anton admitted that 
because he was shy 
growing up, he is more 
comfortable expressing 
his thoughts on paper than 
he is communicating them 
verbally. 
“I am better at writing than 
I am at speaking, although, 
of course, it is equally 
important to be able to have 
that skill of getting ideas 
across verbally because that’s 
what makes communication 
between people all the more 
meaningful and substantive. 
It’s still something I’m 
currently working on,” said 
SEE KAINE, PAGE 2
SEE WATER, PAGE 2
CAYLA BUSH
Editor in Chief
cayla.bush@fiusm.com
Christian Cannella, 
assistant librarian at the 
Hubert Library, died Oct. 
24 in the library.
The University 
tweeted an announcement 
the morning of Oct. 25 
of Cannella’s passing, 
stating that foul play 
was not suspected in 
the investigation of his 
death.
“An FIU staff 
member passed away 
Monday evening while at 
work in the library at the 
Biscayne Bay Campus,” 
read the tweet. 
Cannella’s identity 
was released the 
following day after the 
family was notified, 
through an email 
distributed to students 
and community members 
from Kenneth G. Furton, 
provost and executive 
vice president at the 
University.
Cannella was a 
graduate student in 
the Creative Writing 
program and served as 
the Hospitality Librarian 
at BBC since 2013. 
“Our thoughts and 
prayers go out to family, 
friends and colleagues 
during this difficult 
time,” read Furton’s 
email. “No memorial or 
funeral services in his 
remembrance have been 
finalized at this time.”
Assistant 
librarian dies in 
Hubert Library
BISCAYNE BAY
Sen. Tim Kaine speaks to a crowd of students, faculty and supporters outside of the Graham Center at the Modesto Maidique 
Campus.
KAINE COMES TO TOWN
Vice president nominee Tim Kaine makes a stop at the University
Selene BaSile/The Beacon
Student’s poetry book sold 
in on-campus book store
SEE NEE-SAT, PAGE 2
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Tim Kaine, vice president 
nominee, visits the University
Students build satellite to be 
launched into space in two years
JON DRAGE
Contributing Writer
news@fiusm.com
With election day right around the 
corner, Sen. Tim Kaine held a rally urging 
voters to get to the polls. Several speakers 
came on stage beforehand all in support of 
the Democratic Party. Among them were 
Sen. Bill Nelson, Mayor Philip Levine of 
Miami Beach and Mayor Muriel Bowser 
of Washington D.C. 
Sen. Tim Kaine spoke right outside of 
the Graham Center to an audience filled 
with students, faculty and local supporters 
from around the community. The main 
message to the University was to get out 
and vote. 
“If we win Florida, we’re going to 
win,” said Kaine. 
Michael Santos, a junior majoring in 
English, currently volunteers with the 
Florida Democrats. 
“I felt a connection with what Sen. Tim 
Kaine had to say. Kaine really cares about 
the problem students are facing. When 
I shook his hand, he looked at me with 
sincerity,” Santos told Student Media. 
According to Santos, the most 
important issue this upcoming election is 
to prevent Donald Trump from getting into 
the White House. 
“When I hear Trump talk, he sounds 
like a dictator. The way he acts reminds me 
of King George III,” Santos said. 
The election cycle has brought out 
intense emotions for Santos, along with 
many other students. 
“I can’t take either candidate seriously. 
It makes me angry that we have to pick 
between these two specific people,” 
Adrianna Dorta, a sophomore business 
management major, told Student Media.
Sen. Kaine wanted to make it clear 
as to why Hillary Clinton and him are in 
this race. According to Kaine, both he and 
Clinton want an economy that will work 
for all Americans. While in office, they 
plan on implementing an investment plan 
consisting of four pillars. 
The four pillars consist of investment 
in manufacturing, investment in education, 
to make it more affordable for families, 
an increase in wages to ensure women 
are paid equally and a focus on small 
businesses to grow the economy.
During the speech Kaine frequently 
switched between English and Spanish to 
reach all attending the Miami rally. Sen. 
Kaine learned Spanish by spending a year 
in Honduras as a missionary.
While in law school, Kaine took a 
year off to be a missionary in Honduras, 
who was under military dictatorship at the 
time. The citizens could not cast a vote and 
prayed for the day they could have free 
elections and a peaceful transfer of power, 
according to Kaine.
“For the first time in this country, the 
number of registered voters in America has 
topped 200 million,” Kaine said. 
Of that 200 million, 50 million of those 
voters consist of the youth of this country. 
Kaine believes millennials are going to 
have a great impact on this upcoming 
election. A Clinton presidency would 
unveil an electoral plan that would allow 
for citizens to be registered the moment 
that they turn 18, Kaine said.
Sophomore finance student, Ramal 
Pitts, believes there is a lot of pressure on 
campus to get students to vote and that 
registering students helps the Democratic 
platform. 
“It really does help Hillary because 
not too many students at FIU are fond of 
Trump,” Pitts said to Student Media. “FIU 
is a university of diversity, not diversion.”
Anton.
“Water” is currently being sold on Amazon, as well as 
through the Barnes and Noble bookstore at the Modesto 
Maidique Campus. 
According to Anton, the book took only two weeks to 
write. 
Other themes Anton touches upon in his book are elements 
from his homeland, the Middle East, cycles and personal 
relationships of which he mentions “sometimes when you get 
knocked down in life, you need that strength that will help 
you get up.”
Self-published, because finding a publisher who would 
print Anton’s book proved time-consuming, the book also 
references Greek and Egyptian mythology and though some 
of his poems are based on personal experience, others are not. 
The book is also currently being promoted through its 
Instagram page @DominicsWater.
“Life is one big cycle and we forget sometimes that the 
obstacles we face are lessons, and through each obstacle we 
grow and become stronger. I hope that people feel a sense of 
comfort and reassurance in themselves after they have read 
this book and can relate to some aspect of it that can help 
change them or bring them some peace,” said Anton.
Student writes poetry book: ‘Water’ 
will also provide detailed information on 
changes in vegetation, which could give 
the agricultural sector a new approach to 
its expansion and exploitation of the soil -- 
given the climate changes reported by the 
FOCC.  
The FOCC points that Florida 
possesses some of the nation’s most 
“diverse and productive ecosystems, some 
of which exist nowhere else on Earth.” 
These ecosystems provide Floridians 
with a source of food, in addition to as 
recreational and business opportunities.  
The main causes of these changes are 
increased ocean temperatures, and ice melt 
from glaciers and ice sheets of Greenland 
and Antarctica. 
Besides the importance of sea-level 
rise, the NEE-SAT could also play an role 
in public health by providing data on the 
amount of solar radiation received in the 
Florida region.
According to the National Renewable 
Energy Laboratory Resource Assessment 
Program, Florida receives an annual 
average solar insolation of 3 to 4 kilowatt-
hours per square meter daily.
In other words, the Florida rate is 
relatively high compared to other cities 
like New York where the annual average 
of solar insolation is 2 to 3 kilowatt-hours 
per square meter daily. 
The Florida Society of Dermatology 
and Dermatologic Surgery notes that skin 
cancer, especially melanoma, which is 
caused mainly by excessive exposure to 
ultraviolet radiation, is the most common 
of all cancers.
It is a matter of time before NEE-SAT 
begins its journey of space research. 
“The satellite can be completely 
constructed in two or three months, the 
main concern is its funding, scheduling 
and finding the right space vehicle that will 
place it in orbit,” said Ibrahim N. Tansel 
a mechanical and materials engineering 
professor who also advised students during 
the project.    
NEE-SAT is the result of a long and 
ambitious adventure that started back in 
2009 after Mr. Shinde participated, without 
much luck, for the first time in the Florida 
University Satellite competition sponsored 
by a NASA funded program called Florida 
Space Consortium.
“There was a credibility issue with our 
first proposal because FIU does not have a 
space program,” said Shinde. 
It wasn’t until this year when Mr. 
Shinde and a large group of students 
re-entered the competition with a new 
proposal to gain the trust of the program’s 
board and final approval.     
“Our next step is to build the final 
model and have it ready to be launched,” 
said Shinde. 
Professor Tansel explained that the key 
to their success was; “The consistency of 
the group, the smart integration of their 
work and care for the details made the big 
difference.”   
Visit fiusm.com for the full story.
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US sits out UN vote on lifting 
Cuba embargo
The United States abstained Wednesday for the first 
time from an annual vote at the United Nations calling 
for the lifting of the U.S. trade embargo against Cuba, a 
resolution Washington had always adamantly opposed.
The abstention was another step marking the end of 
more than 50 years of official U.S. hostility to Cuba. 
Washington’s annual vote against the resolution had 
seemed increasingly anachronistic and isolated to the 
White House.
The final vote was 191 votes in favor of the nonbinding 
resolution, with the U.S. and Israel abstaining.
North Korea stresses security 
fears in informal US talks
North Korea appears unwilling to hold formal 
talks with the U.S. on its nuclear program anytime 
soon, said a former American official who met senior 
Pyongyang diplomats in Malaysia last week.
“At this unofficial meeting, North Korea spoke 
about their security concerns and need for a nuclear 
deterrence, given the hostile relationship they have 
with the U.S.,” Joseph DeTrani, a former top U.S. 
intelligence specialist who helped broker a 2005 
agreement on North Korea’s nuclear program, said by 
email.
Venezuela’s political crisis deepens, 
with parliament in standoff with 
president
Tens of thousands of Venezuelans poured into the 
streets of the capital, Caracas, and other cities Wednesday 
to protest the suspension of a campaign to recall President 
Nicolas Maduro. Supporters of the beleaguered president 
held their own show of strength near the presidential 
palace.
The demonstrations are part of a long battle between 
Maduro and the opposition, which launched the recall 
effort in February after winning control of the National 
Assembly. The Electoral Council, which was appointed 
by Maduro, suspended the collection of signatures toward 
a recall.
ENGINEERING, PAGE 1
FIU is a university of 
diversity, not diversion.
Ramal Pitts
Sophomore
finance major
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The opinions presented within this page do not represent the 
views of The FIUSM Editorial Board. These views are separate from 
editorials and reflect individual perspectives of contributing writers 
and/or members of the University community. 
Editorials are the unified voice of the editorial board, which is composed 
of the editor in chief, management, and the editors of each of the four 
sections. The Beacon welcomes any letters regarding or in response to its 
editorials. Send them to opinion@fiusm.com.
SEND US YOUR LETTERS
Have  something on your mind? Send your thoughts (400 words maximum) 
to opinion@fiusm.com or drop by our offices at either GC 210 or WUC 124.  
With your letter, be sure to include your name, major, year, and copy of your 
student ID. The Beacon will only run one letter a month from any individual.
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Imag ine 
taking a 
test and 
from the 
m o m e n t 
you turn it 
in, you’re 
conf iden t 
you aced 
it. 
Y o u ’ r e 
expecting only good 
remarks and quite possibly 
a 100 percent at the top of 
the paper. However, your 
teacher hands it back to 
you with one simple letter 
at the top, a D.
This is the grade 
the Great Barrier Reef 
received on its “health 
report card” for the fifth 
year in a row, according to 
The Guardian. 
And no, this isn’t a 
report card Mother Nature 
would be proud of.
At some point or 
another, you thought you 
did everything in your 
power to secure a grade 
your parents would be 
proud of. 
But when it comes to 
the current situation with 
the Great Barrier Reef, it 
quickly becomes apparent 
that we aren’t doing 
everything in our power 
to make sure that essential 
ecosystems and habitats 
are healthy.
The Great Barrier Reef, 
according to its personal 
website, is home to the 
world’s largest coral reef 
and comprises 3,000 
individual reef systems 
and coral cays along with 
hundreds of picturesque 
tropical islands.
Recently, there were 
rumors circulating that 
the Great Barrier Reef was 
pronounced dead, that it 
was no more. Although this 
isn’t the case, something 
must be done about this 
current situation. The 
Great Coral Reef might 
not be dead, however, it’s 
certainly is dying.
Although some of the 
reasons for the reef’s 
current state are out of our 
control, we still have a 
responsibility to take care 
of it. 
According to a report 
by the ARC Centre of 
Excellence for Coral 
Reef Studies in a CNN 
article, the reef has been 
most easily affected by 
bleaching.
This is something that 
occurs when coral are put 
under extreme stress by 
changes in temperature, 
light or nutrients.
You might be wondering 
what our role in this is. The 
environment minister of 
Queensland, Steven Miles, 
put it best: The Great Coral 
Reef is suffering, he said, 
because “there has been a 
failure to address runoff 
pollution and climate 
change.”
This is yet another 
environmental problem that 
requires us to re-evaluate 
our daily choices. 
While it’s hard to come 
up with a solution strong 
enough to fix this problem 
because everything we 
do has an effect on our 
environment, I think that 
overall, the government 
must continue to make 
efforts to improve the 
water quality. 
The Great Coral Reef is 
a wonder of the world that 
may not exist in the years 
to come. 
Everyone has the 
opportunity to do 
something good for the 
earth each day. With the 
right actions, we can score 
a few extra points and 
make the next report card 
a better one.
Amanda Jung is a 
contributing writer for 
FIU Student Media. Her 
column, Eyes on the 
Earth, is a commentary 
on current global 
environmental issues. For 
suggestions or comments, 
please contact Amanda at 
opinion@fiusm.com.
A sugar tax could reduce US’s high obesity rate
The World 
H e a l t h 
O rg a n i z a t i o n , 
the public health 
agency of the 
United Nations, 
reports that more 
than half a billion 
of the world’s 
adults are now 
obese. 
In the United States alone, The 
Center for Disease Control and 
Prevention reports that 34 percent 
of men and 38 percent of women 
are obese. 
Because obesity is such a 
huge epidemic, governments 
should implement a tax on sugary 
drinks in the range of 20 percent 
to 50 percent, just as the WHO 
recommended. 
Obesity is abnormal or 
excessive fat accumulation that 
may impair health, and is defined 
as having a body mass index 
of 30 or above. It‘s associated 
with many different health risks, 
namely an increased risk of heart 
disease, which is the leading cause 
of death in the U.S. 
An estimated 442 million 
people live with the chronic 
disease, which caused 1.5 million 
deaths in 2012 and more than 
76,488 Americans died of diabetes 
in 2014.
WHO officials say that 
consumption of added sugar is the 
root of these ills, and this includes 
not just table sugar but honey, 
syrups and fruit juice concentrates 
added into processed foods. 
With this in mind, the 
recommended tax shouldn’t be 
limited to soda. 
Rather, the tax should apply 
to all sugar-sweetened beverages, 
which includes sports drinks, 
energy drinks, fruit punch, 
sweetened iced tea, vitamin waters 
and lemonade.
“If governments tax products 
like sugary drinks, they can 
reduce suffering and save lives,” 
Dr. Douglas Bettcher, the director 
of the WHO Department for the 
Prevention of Noncommunicable 
Diseases said to NPR. 
“They can also cut healthcare 
costs and increase revenues to 
invest in health services.” 
Earlier this year, Philadelphia 
passed a tax on sweetened 
beverages. Researchers also 
documented a decline in sales of 
sugary drinks in Mexico after a tax 
was passed in 2014. 
At Berkeley, a tax on sugary 
drinks passed with 75 percent of 
the vote. 
A study this summer in the 
American Journal of Public Health 
found that five months after the 
penny-per-ounce tax passed, 
consumption of sugary drinks fell 
21 percent among low-income 
Berkeley residents. 
Meanwhile, consumption rose 
4 percent in neighboring Oakland 
and San Francisco, where no soda 
tax was implemented.
Consumption of sugary drinks 
is fueling obesity rates, which 
is why the best way to help curb 
excessive weight and prevent 
chronic diseases is by taxing sugar-
sweetened beverages. 
In short, a sugar tax increases 
the price of sugary drinks, and as 
a result, people will buy less of 
them, meaning they will consume 
less, too. The tax could also 
reduce the price of fresh fruits and 
vegetables, encouraging people to 
buy them more. 
However, implementing a 
soda tax is easier said than done. 
There will be arguments related to 
fairness (consumption taxes are a 
bigger burden for poor than rich 
people); freedom, the government 
shouldn’t interfere with one’s 
personal choice of what to drink; 
trust, officials won’t spend the tax 
revenue as they are supposed to; 
and economics, small businesses 
will be harmed if taxes discourage 
sales. 
Taxation policies can be a very 
important tool, but it is just one tool 
among many. Apart from simply 
taxing sugary drinks, people need 
to be more aware of what they are 
consuming. 
Taxing will make people more 
mindful of what they are buying 
due to prices, but it all really boils 
down to being educated about 
healthy eating and exercising daily. 
Overall, the link between tax 
policy and reduced consumption 
coupled with health benefits can 
prevent obesity.
Maytinee Kramer is a staff 
writer for FIU Student Media. 
Her column, Panther Health, is 
a commentary on maintaining 
one’s health during college. 
For suggestions or comments, 
please contact Maytinee at 
maytinee.kramer@com. 
We’re responsible for our environment
EYES ON THE 
EARTH
AMANDA JUNG
PANTHER HEALTH
MAYTINEE 
KRAMER
INSIDE JOB
Samuel Pritchard-torreS/the Beacon
Dr. Douglas Bettcher 
Director
WHO Department for the Prevention of 
Noncommunicable Diseases
If governments tax products like sugary drinks, they can 
reduce suffering and save lives.
Everyone has the 
opportunity to do 
something good for the 
earth each day. 
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I hope midterms treated 
you well! With the fall 
semester already halfway 
done, I wanted to share 
with you some of SGA’s 
accomplishments thus far 
this year. 
This semester, SGA 
has embarked on several 
advocacy initiatives 
to engage our student body throughout the 
community. Our “Roar to the Poll” series 
officially came to an end on Sept. 27, with a large 
celebration highlighting not only a very successful 
event series, but also all students who  registered 
and are ready to vote on November 8. 
Please remember that it is important to let your 
ROAR be heard and that every vote counts!
 On October 13, SGA held its annual “I Give 
a Shirt” event where students were encouraged to 
bring another university’s shirt or canned food in 
exchange for a limited edition FIU shirt. Thanks to 
all of the students that participated, we were able 
to collect 242 cans of food and 25 shirts, which 
were all donated to the on-campus food pantry 
and Haiti relief efforts. 
Our advocacy efforts are still underway for 
the It’s on Us campaign! Therefore, keep an eye 
out for events throughout the month of November 
emphasizing the importance we all play in ending 
sexual assault and help us bring Vice President Joe 
Biden to our campus to speak to our student body 
as one of the founders of the campaign.
It has been an absolute pleasure meeting a lot 
of you and hearing about your experiences at FIU, 
which we have been able to do thanks to Cafecito 
con SGA. As your SGC-MMC President, I am 
here to serve you in the best way to do so by 
hearing your opinions and suggestions. 
Come out to the Housing Quad on Nov. 16 
from 11 a.m. to 1 p.m. for some free coffee and 
giveaways! We would like to thank those who 
have stopped by so far and we look forward to 
getting to know more of you!
On Oct. 21, we held a University Wide Student 
Government Council meeting. We approved free 
printing for veterans throughout the rest of the year 
beginning during exam week and free bus rides 
between the MMC and BBC campuses during 
exam week. In addition, please do not forget to 
take advantage of the Sweet 16 Program, which 
offers students 16% off each ride between MMC 
and BBC after their 16th ride.
Make sure to follow SGA on Facebook (FIU 
Student Government), Twitter (@FIUSGA), and 
Instagram (@FIUSGA) to see what we’re up 
to! We hope that we are making you proud and 
addressing your concerns effectively. 
Remember our door is always open at GC 211 
so please feel free to stop by with any comments, 
questions or concerns.
Alian Collazo is the SGC-MMC president. 
Alian will be contributing a monthly column to 
inform students about what is happening inside 
SGC-MMC. For comments or suggestions 
pertaining to this column, email life@fiusm.com.
SGC-MMC  continues 
adovocacy initiatives
ErnEsto GonzalEz/thE BEacon
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Former Panther and 
current Miami Herald 
Neighbors editor Steve 
Rothaus says he didn’t 
know he wanted to be a 
journalist.
Born in New York, 
Rothaus moved to North 
Miami Beach with his 
family when he was 15 
years old. After high 
school, Rothaus attended 
Miami Dade College, but 
wasn’t sure about what 
he wanted to do, so he 
decided to sign up for a 
few classes – one of them 
being Journalism 101.
“I said ‘well, that looks 
interesting’ and I ended up 
really enjoying the class.” 
Rothaus’ professor and 
advisor for the student 
newspaper, The Falcon 
Times, quickly took notice 
of his talent and natural 
ease with writing and 
offered him a staff writer 
position writing for the 
paper. He quickly worked 
his way up and became the 
editor. 
After graduating with 
his associates degree from 
Miami Dade College, 
Rothaus transferred to 
Florida International 
University where he says 
he wasn’t very involved in 
journalism activities. 
“I wanted to be a 
journalist, but at the time 
I needed to work” said 
Rothaus.
What started off as a job 
in retail to help put him 
through school began to 
take over his life. 
Rothaus worked for 
several department stores, 
including Lord & Taylor, 
where he was promoted to 
department manager. From 
there, they hoped to make 
him a buyer and send him 
to New York to launch 
a career in retail, but it 
wasn’t what he envisioned 
for himself.
“I ended up calling in 
sick one day, got in my car, 
went to another mall, and 
ended up getting a part time 
job at the old Jordan Marsh 
store,” said Rothaus. “I 
told them I wanted to go 
back to school and said I 
could only work part time.”
Rothaus resigned from 
his job at Lord & Taylor 
and began working part 
time at Jordan Marsh while 
attending FIU as a full-
time student. Before he 
knew it, Rothaus heard 
about a job opening at the 
Miami Herald.
An entry-level clerical 
job labeled “police desk 
monitor” where Rothaus 
would come in at 5 o’clock 
in the afternoon and stay 
until 2 in the morning, five 
nights a week monitoring 
police radios.
“I found out that the 
professors at FIU had 
actually told two other 
students about the job, 
but they didn’t have any 
interest in it because of 
the hours,” said Rothaus. 
“I knew it was my foot in 
the door, so I jumped at the 
opportunity.”
At the time, there was a 
hiring freeze, so the person 
Rothaus was replacing 
couldn’t get promoted 
for three months until 
the freeze was lifted, so 
they made her a city desk 
reporter one day a week. 
Rothaus was told to 
come in on Sundays, part-
time from 8 a.m. to 5 p.m. 
to relieve her, so she could 
cover festivals on Sundays. 
For the first three 
weeks, Rothaus went to 
work and sat in an office 
by himself listening to the 
police radios. 
“I was very unhappy 
and I thought this was such 
a big waste of time, but my 
partner at the time told me 
to keep doing it because 
something would come 
up,” he said.
The month of October. 
has been busy at The 
Biscayne Bay Campus’ 
Student Government 
Association. With tons 
of exciting events, 
homecoming 2016 was 
a lively week for students 
on campus. 
SGC-BBC hosted 
the Tri-Council Reception for FIU alumni 
members, where SGA members engaged 
and networked with fellow Panthers. 
Throughout the Homecoming week, the 
student organizations at BBC hosted Blue 
& Gold: Unleashed, the Caribbean Bash and 
the Homecoming Dance. The events were a 
great success with many students coming to 
celebrate this year’s Homecoming week. 
On Sept. 28, the SGC-BBC hosted the 
“SGA Kick Off” with a Casino Royale theme, 
although no actual gambling took place at 
the event. The Kick Off was an opportunity 
for SGA to communicate their future goals 
and vision for the school year with the 
administration and staff at BBC. 
The executive board shared some of the 
ideas currently in place for SGC-BBC and 
interacted with faculty members, while also 
participating in games to win prizes.
Hurricane Matthew caused devastation for 
many citizens of Haiti and since the tragedy, 
the SGC-BBC team has been collecting 
various supplies that will be donated to Haiti 
for disaster relief. 
Vice President Michema Lafontant 
has generously lead the team over the past 
month, organizing and reminding members 
of SGC-BBC about the Hurricane Matthew 
relief efforts. All the items collected before 
Oct. 17 have been donated to the Man Dodo 
Humanitarian Foundation, and items after that 
date have been donated to local church’s relief 
efforts for Haiti. 
SGC-BBC cabinet council has had great 
success in appointing members to complete 
the cabinet. Leo Cosio, chief of staff has 
been dedicated to recruiting student members 
to join the cabinet with only one position 
remaining open to students. It’s a continuous 
goal of SGC-BBC to recruit talented and 
passionate individuals to the council. 
Stay tuned for updates about events at 
SGC-BBC as November will be full of 
activities for students to engage in. 
Natalia Bertok is the SGC-BBC director of 
public relations. Natalia will be contributing 
a monthly column to inform students about 
what is happening inside SGC-BBC. For 
comments or suggestions pertaining to this 
column, email life@fiusm.com.
SGC-BBC shares its 
“successes” with students
JOURNEY TO JOURNALIST
Alumnus accidentally stumbles into a career in journalsim 
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Alumnus finds 
calling at the Herald
On his fourth Sunday on the job, 
Rothaus received a call at the police 
desk. It was a P.I.O. from Miami Dade 
Fire who wanted to tell him about a 
story. 
Rothaus’ job was to get information 
from these phone calls and tell the 
reporters on the city desk about them, 
so they could write the stories. Around 
9 a.m., an editor came in and Rothaus 
told him about the story.
The story was that Miami Dade Fire 
had gotten a call about an overdose in 
South Dade. When they had gotten to 
the house they were greeted by a man 
who was on drugs saying that his wife 
was passed out in the bathroom. 
Three paramedics went into the 
bathroom and found her naked, sitting 
on the toilet, passed out. 
When the paramedics finally lifted 
her off the toilet they discovered that 
she had given birth and the baby was 
in the toilet bowl still attached to the 
umbilical cord, so they called the air 
rescue helicopter and they saved the 
baby’s life.  
The editor told him that Joan 
Fleishman, the afternoon police 
reporter, would be coming in to work 
at 1 p.m. to cover the story. Shortly 
after, Rothaus received a call from 
Fleishman. 
“I told her about the story and she 
asked “what do they want me to do?” 
I told her they wanted her to write the 
story,” said Rothaus. “She said okay 
don’t do anything I’ll be there soon.” 
By the time Fleishman had gotten 
to the Herald, Rothaus had written the 
story. The story went to the top of the 
page and Rothaus’ shared the byline 
with Fleishman who he remains close 
with. 
The following week, Rothaus was 
handed his next story. 
After the hiring freeze was lifted, 
the Miami Herald made a deal with 
Rothaus – he would become a reporter 
the moment he got his bachelor’s 
degree. Rothaus became the Miami 
Beach Neighbors reporter as well as 
the LGBT Issues reporter. 
Rothaus became one of the first 
reporters at a mainstream newspaper 
to talk about the LGBT community in 
a regular news beat. 
“Back then I had my fair share 
of harassing letters and phone calls, 
but I ignored it because I knew that 
came with the territory,” he said. “You 
have to have a thick skin to be in this 
business and to cover a beat like this, 
you have to have an even thicker 
skin.”
One of his most popular stories was 
about a transgender woman from Idaho 
who died suddenly from an aneurysm. 
At the funeral, her father laid her to 
rest in an open casket with her hair cut 
short, dressed in a suit, and presented 
as a man because he couldn’t accept 
that she was transgender. 
“I called the funeral home and they 
told me what happened. They said that 
this was what the father wanted,” said 
Rothaus.
Rothaus wrote the article in thirty 
minutes and went back to work. That 
same night, the article had received 
over half a million views on the 
Herald’s website. Within two days, 
it had gone viral with more than a 
million page views.
“The reason why it was so highly 
read was because I was the only 
source for information. After I spoke 
to the funeral home the family shut 
them down and told them not to talk 
to anyone else,” said Rothaus.
As a result, the story was picked up 
by websites all over the world which 
linked back to Rothaus. It ended 
up becoming the most-read single 
story, not just on the Miami Herald 
web page, but the entire McClatchy 
Company for that year.
“Ultimately, you have to be a good 
journalist. There’s no room for people 
who can only do one thing.” 
HERALD, PAGE 4
Best New Music
WRGP’s top rotation picks
Danny Brown’s third album, 
named Atrocity Exhibition after a 
song by Joy Division, is his best. 
It’s also one of the oddest sounding 
hip hop albums that has come out 
this year. It’s cohesive, yet, very 
sporatic. 
A dark, murky album that 
sonically goes all over the map. Fat 
bass grooves and dissonant synths 
abound. Danny Brown, inspired by 
‘70s art rock and ‘80s new wave, 
flows with a voice and vision all his 
own.
You enter the album with a song 
where he raps over a psychedelic, 
soft free form jazz instrumental 
(“The Downward Spiral”), then it 
jumps to a classic all-star posse cut 
(“Really Doe”), then to a bouncy 
beat with a blaring cacophonic guitar 
chord that occurs during the entirety 
of the song (“When It Happens”), 
to another fuzzy jazz instrumental 
(“Get Hi”).
To think of it in a different 
perspective, it takes multiple 
twists and turns throughout the 
multilayered mind of Danny 
Brown. A raw, chaotic, if not, oddly 
charming exhibition of one of the 
most unique rappers right now.
Nicolas Jaar - Sirens
RPM
Nicolas Jaar outshines many 
electronic artists through his creativity. 
He creates his own samples and beats and 
has his own record label, Other People. 
He shares his own music through different 
aliases and brings out new artists. 
He blends his heritage with modern 
electronic music by fusing spanish 
language and latin beats with heavy 
drums and funk. 
He is incomparable to other artists 
because he has his own distinct sound. 
Empty space is filled with eery noises 
that could put one into a trance; almost 
making someone feel the need to dance.
The beginning of his songs are slow 
and sparse and builds up by the end of the 
tracks. In “Killing Time,” sweet melodies 
and chimes can be heard while a piano 
softly plays until the vocals begin after 
four minutes. 
To contrast, the build up of “Three 
Sides of Nazareth” begins almost 
immediately. He in a way makes his 
music seem like a collage full of blasting, 
cans bumping, organs in the background, 
hazy vocals, warping and distorting. 
Still Corners - Dead Blue
Loud
In contrast to their prior album, “Dead 
Blue” is an intimate album that is full of 
‘80s pop inspired synths, hazy guitars, 
and dreamy vocals.
Each song in “Dead Blue” varies in 
style from dreampop, chillwave, synth 
pop, and twang; yet it remains consistent 
with the overall sound. 
The first song, “Lost Boys”, definitely 
has elements of synth and heavy use of 
the keyboard, while a guitar strums every 
so often. 
The third song, “Bad Country”, is twee 
sounding and incorporates more of the 
guitar. Another hit is definitely “Crooked 
Fingers,” a direct fusion of electro-pop 
with synths, with very ominous lyrics. 
“Down With Heaven and Hell” 
can definitely reflect inspiration from 
chillwave and ‘80s pop. 
Ethereal chimes and hazy vocals 
control the breakdown in the song with 
a few looped samples, like high pitch 
screeching and buzzing. 
The warped noise from the guitar is 
very heavy towards the end of the song, 
giving it a well rounded ending. The 
different kinds of ‘80s synths, keyboard, 
and atmospheric sound are definitely 
what ties this album together, making it 
darker than their previous albums. 
La Femme, a French psychedelic rock 
band, on its second studio album has 
completely knocked it out of the park. 
Already taking the French and Belgian 
charts by storm, it has very much flown 
under the radar of American audiences. 
Yet, this album could not be any 
more original or anymore fresh. From 
the early onset of Mystère, La Femme 
opens up with three songs that highlight 
the true stand out tracks of this album: 
“Le vide est ton nouveau prénom,” which 
translates roughly to “The vacuum is 
your new nickname”; “Où Va Le Monde” 
(Where is the World?); and “Septembre.” 
The three should give you a taste of 
what’s to come. Each song is unique and 
it provides variety in a genre where you 
would expect songs in an album to sound 
similar. 
“Le vide est ton nouveau prénom” 
sounds a bit folky in nature. “Mycose” 
sounds like The Drums trying their best 
to sing a French song. In “Psyzook” you 
could hear the influence foreign music 
has played on the development of the 
song.
La Femme sings about everything 
from nightmares, to encounters at a dance 
club, to contracting a sexually transmitted 
disease, with most songs providing 
varying use of synth, bass and additional 
instruments. 
A couple of songs start to sound 
monotonous toward the middle and the 
end, but in retrospect doesn’t take away 
from the album as a whole. 
La Femme - Mystère
World
Danny Brown - Atrocity Exhibition
Urban
WRGP Staff
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The people of Venezula will not be silenced
KALI-RAY SKINNER
Contributing Writer
life@fiusm.com
Ten years ago in Chhattisgarh, 
India sat a child scribbling on her 
school paper. 
Today, Srishti Jaiswal, an 
experienced artist, looks back at 
her drawings of houses and trees 
in embarrassment, and a humble 
appreciation for how far she has come.
Her mother and father were not 
interested in “wasting” money on 
her pursuit of studying art in college. 
Upon deciding to study at Florida 
International University, she chose to 
major in journalism. 
“Art is my passion and will always 
be my passion, it stays by me,” said 
Jaiswal. 
She doesn’t feel hindered by 
her parents opinions, and acts as 
an outspoken, self-motivated artist. 
She is a part of the Global First Year 
Program, which creates a family-like 
environment that helps new students 
acclimate to FIU and Miami. She lives 
with people she is well acquainted with 
through the program on campus.
Jaiswal is a self-trained artist who 
works with mixed media, creating 
mostly abstract and nature-related 
pieces. In India, she worked creating 
murals on walls, along with her own 
personal creations. 
Since living in Miami, she has 
searched to find work and merge into 
the art community. However, it isn’t as 
easy as it seems. She visited Wynwood 
in search of an opportunity. 
“I have been sending a lot of work 
in for the past three months and have 
had no response,” said Jaiswal. “It’s 
really hard to get into the art galleries 
here. It’s as if they only want people 
from Miami or America. They look 
at me and say, ‘where is your social 
security card?’”
Upon hearing she is an international 
student, they aren’t interested. 
Jaiswal has many ideas to bring 
color and creativity to FIU; while 
walking around she sees the blank 
walls as canvases. She wants to create 
murals and spread messages to inspire 
students.
Sitting down with her, she’ll teach 
ya a thing or two about art, it’s culture 
and the common misconceptions.
“What is art? Art doesn’t just have 
to do with painting,” said Jaiswal. 
“There’s art of living, art of speaking, 
art of listening. Everyone is an artist in 
their own way. I can paint, but someone 
can dance well, and that is an art.”
In the meantime, she decided to sell 
her work around campus. Students can 
find Jaiswal wandering around the GL 
Starbucks area on Tuesday, Thursday, 
and Friday afternoons. Anyone 
interested in seeing and purchasing 
her artwork online, can search her 
name, Srishti Jaiswal, on the website 
fineartamerica.com.
FIU artist is about to funk this campus up
After the 
V e n e z u e l a n 
g o v e r n m e n t 
put a stop to 
the referendum 
to have the 
g o v e r n m e n t 
revoque Nicolas 
Maduro from 
the presidency, 
citizens have 
found the strength to keep on fighting 
for their freedom. 
Throughout the past couple of 
months, Venezuelans signed several 
petitions to remove Nicolas Maduro 
from his presidency and restore some 
peace and stability to the collapsing 
country. Several judicial courts, on the 
other hand, had been trying to stop the 
referendum by any means necessary.
On Thursday, Oct. 20, more than 
five judges got together and succeeded 
in stopping the referendum. This 
means that the election the people 
have been demanding this year, to free 
themselves from the government, has 
been denied. 
After the order was given, it was 
announced that the government would 
now be an official dictatorship. It has 
been called worse than the preceding 
dictatorship in Cuba. 
When hearing some Cuban 
people talk in the streets concerning 
Venezuela’s situation, it’s surprising 
to hear that they’d rather go back to 
their birth country than step one foot 
in Venezuela. 
But Wednesday, Oct. 26 was a 
special day for Venezuela because 
even though Maduro demanded the 
people to stay home and not walk the 
streets, more than 100,000 citizens 
joined a strike all around the country 
to force the president to resign his 
position as commander of the country. 
The Wall Street Journal 
interviewed a couple of residents, one 
of them being Henry Ramos, the head 
of the National Assembly. 
“We’re going to declare 
unconstitutionality in the streets,” said 
Ramos. 
Henrique Capriles, who ran for the 
presidency in 2014, said to The Wall 
Street Journal: “We as Venezuelans 
need to start thinking of the day after 
Maduro resigns.” During the strike, 
Capriles also told the people present 
that “this government has already lost 
what’s most important: the people.”
A similar strike was attempted in 
2002, but it wasn’t successful because 
the severity of the political climate had 
not yet been evident to all citizens.
Throughout this week alone, more 
than 90 deaths have already been 
reported by news sources, namely 
Telemundo, as a consequence of the 
actions the Venezuelan government 
took late October. 
On Friday Oct. 28, two days after 
the first strike, the entire country united 
once more to stay home rather than 
going out on the streets. This would 
stop production in Venezuela and put 
the entire country in a standstill. 
No shopping mall, stores, or any 
center of entertainment or necessary 
companies worked on this day, 
including cemeteries and morgues.  
Having friends and family still 
living in those horrible conditions 
and risking their lives when going 
to school or work is heartbreaking 
because there’s that constant fear of 
not knowing if today will be the last 
time I hear from them. 
The rest of the country has to be 
able to realize what situation they 
are in and have to make sure that a 
change occurs in order to improve the 
country’s condition. 
It’s unbelievable how after 18 
years, people still have the will to 
fight, maybe it’s because they want to 
leave the country or because of their 
lack of desire to leave the place they 
were brought up in, but something still 
remains. Venezuela is strong, and no 
matter what, the people will continue 
to fight for their freedom.
RIVERS OF TRUTH
LINDA 
RIOS
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BASKETBALL
Men and women’s basketball team 
discuss 2016-2017season at media day
JASMINE CASIMIR
Asst. Sports Director 
jasmine.casimir@fiusm.com
 
After ending their championship runs in the second round of 
the Conference USA Championships last year, the women and 
men’s basketball teams have a renewed focus for the 2016-2017 
season.
Both teams held their annual media day Thursday, Oct. 27 at 
the U.S. Century Bank Arena. 
The head coach of the women’s team, Tiara Malcolm, was 
joined by sophomore guard Kristian Hudson, senior guard/
forward Janka Hegedus and senior guard Nikolina Todorovic. 
Last season, the women’s team finished with a 5-26 overall 
record, as their season ended against Marshall University. 
Malcolm said she is looking for consistency in her team this 
season with nine returning players and four newcomers. 
“We’ve had some practices where we’ve been all in with 
what we’ve been trying to do with our focus, but then we have 
some where we kind of tail off a little bit,” said Malcolm. “As 
we become more consistent, we will start to see some success.”
Hegedus and Todorovic are two of the four seniors returning 
for the upcoming season, and plan to play the leadership role on 
the team. 
“As a senior now, I’m ready now more than ever to take a 
leadership role and help my teammates win,” said Todorovic. 
Hegedus, the 6-foot guard who led the Panthers with 19 
blocks last season, plans to utilize her height in the paint in the 
upcoming season to box out their opponents. 
Hudson, who is returning for her second season, finished 
13th in C-USA for assist-to-turnover ratio (0.9). The Alabama 
native says she wants to improve her game, and has a personal 
goal set for herself to diminish the turnovers. 
“I made a lot of freshman mistakes just trying to be too 
fancy,” said Hudson. “I think I’ll take care of the ball better, and 
definitely not going to turn the ball over like I did last year.”
The men’s team was represented by Head Coach Anthony 
Evans and senior guards Jason Boswell and Donte McGill. 
The men’s team finished their season with a 13-19 overall 
record, ending their season in the second round of the C-USA 
tournament after losing to University of Texas at El Paso. 
Evans is returning as head coach for his fourth season, and 
in his opening statement, said he is excited for the start of the 
season with eight returning players and six newcomers. 
“We’re going to play controlled team basketball this season,” 
said Evans. “We’re going to get the ball up the court as quickly 
as possible and take a good shot.”
Boswell, who is the only player who started in all 32 games 
last season, is returning for his fourth season and said the experi-
ence thus far at the University has been great. He also believes it 
has helped him mature as a person on and off the court. 
McGill, returning for his second season with the Panthers, 
was the leading scorer during the 2015-2016 season, and finished 
eighth in the league in points-per-game.
Beacon File Photo
LEFT: Sophomore Kristian Hudson isolates defender to 
set up offense.
RIGHT: Senior Donte McGill attempts jumpshot over a 
defender. 
fiusm.comThe Beacon – 8 Monday, November 21, 2016
Contact Us
Jayda Hall
Sports Director
jayda.hall@fiusm.com SPORTS
RACK EM’ UP
Sophomore infielder’s baseball 
‘experience has been awesome’ at FIU
Beacon File Photo
Student ‘very fortunate’ for free tennis lessons offered at BBC
 Tennis instructor Tom Fowkes lets students get on teams to play against each other in order to get master the sport.
JULIETA RODRIGO
Contributing Writer 
sports@fiusm.com
If you are ready to feel like the latest incarnation of 
Serena Williams or Rafael Nadal, The Biscayne Bay 
Campus’ Wellness and Recreation Center offers tennis 
instruction to students every Wednesday at 7 p.m.
The class was recently created for the fall semester 
after a 10-week pilot program during the summer proved 
successful, according to tennis instructor Tom Fowkes. 
“We’re introducing students to the game of tennis,” 
Fowkes told Student Media. “And if students have prior 
experience [with the sport], we try to make their game 
better.”
Fowkes has been teaching tennis full-time to students 
as young as eight or nine years old to young professionals 
for 10 years. During this time, he said he has seen how 
tennis helps students develop both their physical and 
emotional health. 
For college students specifically, Fowkes said, 
tennis has a tertiary benefit of providing networking 
opportunities. 
“Tennis courts are really good places to meet fun, 
educated, upwardly mobile people,” he said. 
The class itself is divided into two side-by-side 
sections of the court: one section for new students, who 
need instruction on fundamental techniques, and one for 
more advanced students. Tennis rackets and balls are 
provided free of charge for students, so they don’t have 
to bring equipment. 
Fowkes emphasized that tennis is a game open to all 
people, even those who are handicapped. 
“There’s even a wheelchair version of this game,” he 
said. “Students should not be discouraged from trying 
classes because of their lack of experience playing sports 
or unfamiliarity with the game.”
During the class, instructors work with students on 
introducing and advancing ground strokes, volleys, 
serves and footwork concepts. 
Fabiola LaPorte, a graduate student studying 
linguistics, told Student Media that she’s “very 
fortunate to have found this group” and added that “the 
individualized coaching is phenomenal.” 
Yurrian Pierre-Boyer, a freshman majoring in 
hospitality, agreed. 
“I had been playing tennis leisurely, and these classes 
have helped me improve my technique,” she said. “Once 
you serve successfully, it feels awesome.” 
For those interested in tennis outside of class 
instruction, Fowkes and the Wellness Center occasionally 
host day-long Round Robin events where participants 
have a chance to play against other participants. 
Formatted like a tournament, Fowkes believes that 
it’s a great opportunity for students to meet other tennis 
players and have fun, regardless of their skill level. The 
date for the next event has not been announced yet. 
Furthermore, the tennis courts at Biscayne Bay Campus 
are available to University students throughout the day 
for recreational use. For hours of operation, contact the 
Wellness and Recreation Center at 305-919-5678 or visit 
studentaffairs.fiu.edu. 
“I love being a part of the University and the FIU 
community,” said Fowkes. “The whole universe is here 
[on campus], including tennis, and we would hope that 
students would think of us as one of the possibilities.” 
HEATHER O’DELL
Contributing Writer 
sports@fiusm.com
It was the bottom of 
the fourth inning, bases 
were loaded, and FIU 
was down by one. Facing 
Southern Miss’ starting 
pitcher, Walker Powell, 
sophomore infielder 
Eddie Silva walked up to 
the plate, determined to 
score for the Panthers. 
He swung twice and 
missed contact with the 
ball. 
The crowd grew quiet 
as the pitcher set up for 
his next pitch. Silva swung on his last attempt, and 
the ball clanked off the bat flying toward the left field 
for a three-run home run putting the Panthers in a 7-5 
lead. 
“My experience playing baseball at FIU has been 
awesome,” Silva says as he recalled some highlights 
from last season. “We had average seasons my 
freshman and sophomore years; I’m hoping this year 
has a lot to offer, and we make it further than usual.” 
With a record of 28-29, Silva and the rest of the 
baseball team are taking a different approach this 
season. Silva said he continues to stay active and 
practice in the offseason as well as fueling his body 
properly with healthy foods. 
“The practices have been really organized and we 
get a lot of work in,” Silva said. “One of our main 
focuses is being aggressive and getting after it each 
and every day.”
Silva has been playing baseball since he was 4 
years old and hopes to get drafted in 2017. 
“It has been my dream ever since I was a kid to 
make it to the big leagues,” Silva said.
Silva’s family and friends have been influential in 
his baseball career, according to the infielder. He said 
his father, Erik Silva, pushes Silva to succeed through 
tough love. 
“It’s my job to push my son to be the best he can 
be,” Erik Silva said. “We all love him and go to every 
game; we are his biggest fans.”
Silva said that through the support of his family, he 
has been able to continue to do what he loves, which 
is to play baseball. 
“My family and friends are everything to me,” he 
said. “If I have a bad game, they’re the first ones to 
get on me and that’s why I love them.”
Through the continuous support from his family, 
teamwork and practice, Silva hopes to accomplish 
great things this season with the FIU baseball team. 
“As a team we have one goal, making it to Omaha,” 
he said.
It has been my dream ever since I was a kid to 
make it to the big leagues.
Eddie Silva
Sophomore infielder
Baseball
TENNIS
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UNIFYING ENERGY 
Students prefer tailgating to attending games
Photos by Kristen King/ the beacon
Aikido club helps students learn self defense through precise movement
Cedric Capestany, FIU’s Aikido club sensei, demonstrates an Aikido move to students to show them how to defend 
themselves without doing the most damage to their opponent. 
KRISTEN KING
Staff Writer 
kristen.king@fiusm.com
According to Cedric Capestany, the sensei of FIU’s 
Panther Aikido Club, the first rule of mixed martial arts 
is to move. Starting back in 2009, Panther Aikido has 
continuously made the effort to showcase this Japanese-
based sport to the FIU community. 
Favoring accuracy and effectiveness over speed, 
aikido began as a sport that utilized your opponent’s 
momentum and energy to throw or lock them up in a 
specific technique that prevents them from harming you. 
In essence, the point of aikido is to defend yourself while 
doing the least damage to your opponent. 
This martial art chooses not to solve violence with 
more violence, rather by precise movement. 
“For me, the technical aspects of aikido which are 
breaking balance and having the option to take someone 
down safely instead of hurting them is better,” said 
Capestany. “I wouldn’t want to be responsible for harming 
someone over a small disagreement or argument.” 
At first glance, this sport can seem a bit intimidating 
with the amount of falls and blows a person may take. 
But for James Ashe, current president of the Aikido Club, 
this shouldn’t be seen as a deterrent to join but rather a 
welcoming. 
Everyone can learn aikido as long as they have the 
discipline and acceptance of instruction that the members 
of the club possess. 
“As long as you’re willing to follow the instruction 
of aikido, we welcome everyone. Aikido is not as 
straightforward as punching or kicking and there’s a lot 
of nuance with every technique so it’s best to follow what 
we explain,” said Ashe.
The explanations of technique come in an 
unconventional manner as Sensei Capestany employs a 
great deal of humor and emphasis on the senses within 
them. He believes that as long as he can appeal to at least 
three of the five senses of his students, he has done his 
job in teaching the techniques properly. 
Making them laugh while doing so is also a benefit 
in making it easier to understand what is being taught, 
according to secretary of Panther Aikido, Guruchanan 
Kaur. 
“It always helps me forget about other things like my 
school work because whenever I am here, I feel so much 
more relaxed,” Kaur said. 
A regular class begins with etiquette, where students 
must express their humbleness before performing the 
new techniques and bow to one another. Then, Capestany 
leads them in the new moves so that they may get an idea 
of how to perform them properly. 
Once class is over, Sensei sits the students down in a 
circle and go over what they each took away from that 
night’s class. 
As far as the mindset upon entering the class, it’s a 
mixture of relaxation and fear. The students all agreed 
that to do these moves, your mind must be free from 
tension so that you can focus on executing it properly. 
But there also is this fear of not doing them correctly on 
the first few tries. 
“You kind of reach this state of nirvana when you’re 
doing aikido because you’re not stressed. If you need to 
use a simple body movement, you can do so because you 
know what you’re doing,” said member of Panther Aikido 
Zar Garrido. 
Students not only believe in practicing the discipline 
correctly, but also reflecting the culture from which it 
comes. There are many aspects of aikido that highlight 
Japanese manifestations, and the club ensures its values 
are upheld each night of practice. 
To find out more about Panther Aikido, you can visit 
their website at www.pantheraikido.org. Practices are 
held every Tuesday and Thursday at the Rec Center in the 
Blue Room from 9 p.m. to 10:30 p.m.
PETER HOLLAND, JR.
Asst. Sports Director 
peter.holland@fiusm.com
A traditional tailgate at a football game is made for 
fans to have a pre-game celebration with drinks, food 
and music. They will then take that fun and bring it 
in the stands of the stadium to cheer on their favorite 
team. 
FIU students fit that category with one exception: 
the fun never makes it into the stadium. 
For most students at FIU, the main reason they 
leave after tailgating is because the football program 
has failed to give them a reason to cheer their hearts 
out for the team.
Elliott Covington, a student assistant for Parking 
and Transportation, understands the frustration of 
students who refuse to go the FIU Stadium because of 
the mediocrity of the football team.
“If you’ve been going here for like two or three 
years and you already figured out how the team plays 
and don’t know if there are real improvements or 
nothing really to see, we would just go to a tailgate 
and go home,” said Covington. “People are tired of 
going and watching them lose, not showing us a good 
game so they rather just come here drinking and go 
home.”
Rhys Williams, a former sports director for FIU 
Student Media and former assistant intern for Football 
Operations, believes it’s a lot deeper than what’s 
expected when it comes to tailgating and student 
attendance.
“I think it starts from the top,” said Williams. “I 
think that the athletic administration needs to make 
it where we need to go the game as students or as the 
student body. And so far, the [athletic director] hasn’t 
done that, and it shows because [Pete Garcia’s] not 
getting a renewal of his contract, which I’m in favor 
of.”
Because of the team’s losing record, fans lack hope 
for the team becoming winners and returning to the 
glory once seen in the Sun-Belt Conference.
Chris Coibel, a sophomore studying accounting, 
hasn’t been captivated by the football team’s 
performance. 
Coibel invited his friend, Barry Fernandez, to 
attend the homecoming game against Louisiana Tech 
on Oct. 22. Although Fernandez is a University of 
Miami student, Coibel thought it would still be a 
good idea for his friend, a Miami native, to check out 
the Panthers on the field. 
“I’ve been to a couple games and they have not 
been impressive, so what’s the point of going to the 
game if you know they’re going to lose,” said Coibel. 
“If the team is bad, like I know it is, I’d probably go 
somewhere else like a party or something after.”
The sad truth is even if there are football fans 
that were there, they could have watched a better 
college football game on television than a live FIU 
football game. Granted, some who do go inside the 
stadium might know some of the football players 
personally such as family members, close friends and 
acquaintances. Yet, that might be the few hundreds 
that actually show up and stay in all four quarters. 
At FIU, tailgating defines a new purpose during 
game days on a Saturday afternoon, and that is 
drinking enough to miss the kickoff.
I’ve been to a couple games and they have not 
been impressive, so what’s the point of going to 
the game if you know they’re going to lose.
Chris Coibel 
Sophomore
Accounting
